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against throwing in his lot with the Hitler-Ludendorf
movement. Strict orders were issued to the Bavarian
troops. But more effectual than anything he actually
did was the fact that Seeckt had undertaken to protect
the Republic. On the next day, Herr von Kahr,
though he had joined Hitler and Ludendorf at an
excited gathering in the " Lowenbrau " the evening
before, returned to his allegiance, by no means in a
penitential garment, but as the indignant victim of a
levelled revolver.

But so distracted a country could not at once find its
way back to normal conditions. Communist confla-
grations broke out and were quenched in blood. Separ-
atists occupied cities of the Rhineland and the Pala-
tinate, mishandled the population, were ejected, and
returned to the attack. In Saxony, the delirium of
power turned Zeigner's head. The pale thin intellec-
tual, with the refined and rather weak face, an art
connoisseur and collector, the very type of cultivated
revolutionary, had at first, in an anger of conviction,
stood out against the betrayal of Socialist principles by
the leaders of the German Revolution. All the
malcontents of the Left, all disappointed pacifists, all,
the critics of a half-hearted policy, had gathered round
Zeigner. The man who was later to disappear so tragi-
comically because he accepted the gift of a goose,
for a time rose high in the German heaven as the
exponent of an uncorrupted doctrine of the Left, as the
champion of truth. But Zeigner " lacked the Marxian
corset," as was said of him by another intellectual
revolutionary, Paul Lewi. The man with the dreamy
eyes was not born to be a tribune nor a dictator. He
delivered himself over to the forces which, like a